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IrmoDuonoN
Roflald J. Baker is  the sixth of  seven children. born on 23rd May,

1936,  in  Birminghan.  He  was  educated  at  a  Roman  Catholic  primary
and junior school  then at a Convent School, gaining  a free scholarship
to  Cormercial  Conege.  He  was  extremely  `sensitive'  as  a  child  and
was subjeet to `visions' which occurred quite spontaneously and involved
involuntary  projection  into  the  Spirit  world.  His  earliest  memory  of
Psychic  phenomena  was  that  of  seeing  his  sleeping  physical  body  as  a
young boy and pondering how to get back inside it.

During  religious  instruction  a  priest  was  describing  the  toments
of Hell with au the fire and brimstone trimmings, which Roll could  not
relate to his own experience of  Astral Projection.  and he was dismissed
from  the  class  for  daring  to  question  the  priest's  authority.  At  eleven
years' old the conflict between spiritual experience and religious training
became  obvious   and   was   to   lead,   after  much   soul-searching.   to   a
complete  break  with  Roman  Catholicism.  The  teaching. of  fear  and
superstition   could   not   be   related   to   the   beautiful   visious   he   had
experienced  of  the `after-life.  which  seemed  to  indicate  a  bountiful  and
loving  Creator.  He  had  already  arranged  to  visit  a  seminary  with  the
intention of training as a missionary. but, due to the developing conflict.
cancelled  the  appointment.

When nearly  13  years  old.  he was  `directed'  by  the Spirit  world  to
can on Mrs. Millage. a  Birmingham  Spiritualist.  and on  his  way  to  her
house  he  reeaus  that he experienced  a strange feeling  of elation  which,
upon  reflection.  must  have  been  that  peculiar  state  of  spiritual  bliss
which defies explanation.

Mrs.  Millage  opened  the  door  and  welcomed  him  into  her  home.
Ron   knew   instinctively   that   his   search   Was   over   and   he   fistened
attentively to  her words.  "You have been  brought here by Spirit people
who want to know whether you would be prepared to become a medium,
but  you  must  decide  for  yourself .... "  He  explained  that  he  was  a
Catholic  and  didn't  khow  what  a  medium  was.   She  explained  and
suggested  that perhaps  he  should forget  Spiritualism  and  continue  with
his  Catholicism.  It  was  the  Spiritualist  conception of God  which  really
attracted  him  -  a   God   Who   was   loving  and   compassionate,   yet
mysterious  and  above  human  comprehension.

A  deeision  was  reached  to  attend  a  Spiritualist  Circle  for  twelve
months and thefl to give an answer to the Spirit friends. A ycar followed
during which  the psychic  and  spiritual  phenomena  already  experienced
seemed  to  disappear,  but  a  deep  conviction  of  Spiritualist  Philosophy
was attained.  and he  accepted  his  new  religion.  At  the  following  Circle
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he  entered  a  state Of  total  trance  during  which  a  `Control.  delivered  a
lecture. This was the commencement of mediumistic development which
is still in process.'Through ignorance. the Parish Priest waned that he would  `finish

up  in  a  lunatic  asylum'  and  would  certainly  `spend  eternity  in  hell'.
However, the bonds of ignorance had been loosed and the priestly threats
were Of no  consequence.  The message  of S|)iritualism is one  Of beauty:
there is no place for fear.

hms.  MILLAGE  AND EARLy  TRAINING

Without  doubt Mrs.  Millage  moulded  and  shaped  the  early  stages
of  Ron.s  development  and  handed  on  a  torch  which  can  never  be
extinguished.  Through  observation  he  learned  how  the  spiritual  laws
operated  and how to  become  receptive  to  Spirit  influence.  Mrs.  Millage
was the leader of the Saturday Circle at the Bimingham S.N.U. church,
which  then  met  in  Corporation  Street.  To  this  day  Ron marvels  at the
wonderful  happenings  in  that  Circle.  whereby  countless  people  were
helped.  It  was  quite  usual  for  strangers  to  walk  in  and.  in  a  state  Of
bewildermetit,  say:  "Who  are  you?  And  can  you  tell  me  why  I  have
come  in  here?"  Auntie  Mill  would  answer:  "Don't  be  frightened.  God
has  brought you  so  that  we  can  help  you."  Within  minutes  she  would
be  explaining  their  troubles  jn  great  detail,  -  "Your  wife  is  in  in
hospital"  "Your  son  has  just  died"  "You  have  rLLn  away  from  home"
etc..  etc  -  the  list  is  endless.  but  always  there  was  help  given.  No
situation existed that could not be eased in some way.  She administered
to  the very  `shipwrecks  of  humanity'  with  no  thoucht  of  reward  other
than the joy of service. (Ron had been  `sent' to her himself and  helped,
and  thus  was  able  to  identify  with  "all  God's  children"  as  She  called
them).

Aunty  Mill's simplicity  of  approach,  together with  the fact  that  to
Ron's  lmowledge  she  has  never  refused  an  opportunity  to  serve  the
Spirit world, make her one of Spirituausm's great mediums. She has that
rare  abffity  to  probe  the  spiritual  depths  Of  a  person  and  to  proffer
helpful  advice  -  not  to  be  confused  with  the  superficial  offerings  of
psychics  who,  all  too  often,  Say  what  the  person  wants  to  hear rather
than  the  truthwhich  DOES  `set men  free'.  Ron  will  always  be grateful
for  this  early  training and  the  knowledge Of what  spiritual mediumship
really is.

At  the  Circle  the  Sitters  would  join  hands  and  Aunty  Mill  would
direst  them  to  send  out  thoughts  to  all  people  in  need  of help,  saying:
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"We  are all links  in  the chain  and can never be separated:  we are  one

family,"  This  "Human  chain"  will be  referred  to later  on  in  order  to
show that,  from  simple  actions,  the  laws  of  the  Spirit are  brought into
operation.

Aunty  Mill  directed  Ron  one  day  to  visit  a  local  beauty  spot  in
order  to  find  a  suitable  place  for  an  open-air  meeting  with  a  view  to
taking picnic  lunches  and  spreading  the  message  of  Spiritualism  to  the
general public. Ron went off on his mission and spent a couple Of hours
searching without success,  He reported his failure and waited somewhat
apprehensively. "Don't worry - there must be a reason. We shall have
to  go  together  and  find  out,"  said  Aunty  Mll.  When  they  arrived  the
place  was  deserted.  as  they  walked  towards  a  cafe  with  a  bold  sign
reading `Closed'.  "We have to go in here." said Aunty Mill. Whilst Ron
was  still  explaining  that  it  was  closed,  she  opened  the  door  and  went
inside.  Ron  quickly followed.  A  lady was  busy  with  a  vacuum  cleaner
and had not heard them enter. When she saw them she appeared shocked,
switched  off the  machine and  walked  over.  "You  are the  two  people  I
saw  in  my  dream  last  night,"  she  said.  "You  are  Spiritualists  and  are
looking  for  somewhere  to  hold  a public  meeting  and  I  am  to  give you
permission  to use the car park",  Aunty  Mill replied:  "Thank you. dear,
but how did  you know?  Are  you a  Spiritualist  yourself ?"  "No"  replied
the  woman,  "Should  I  be  "  How  could  one  not be  a  Spiritualist  af ter
countless  experiences  such  as  this  which  have  shown  absolutely  that
Spirit friends  are  active  behind  the  scenes  and  that  the  two  worlds  are
one  when  wrapped  in  loves  own  mystery.  The  meeting  was  a  great
success.

Some years  later Ron was busy working in his  office in the middle
of a noisy factory when he was interrupted by one of his  `voices'  which
said:  "Go home". After a few seconds  the message was  repeated just as
his  boss  walked  in and  said:  "Is  there  anything wrong.  You  look  a  bit
peculiar." After  Ron had  explained  the  voice.  he  said:  "There  must be
something  wrong.  You'd  better  go  straight  away."  When  Ron  arrived
home, a woman from the Church was standing by the door and she said:
"Thank goodness  the  Spirit  friends  have  brought you.  Mr.  Millage  has

had a stroke and you are needed at the house." Ron is happy to say that
he lived a number of years after this.  When he passed Ron  officiated at
his  funeral  and  he has  reported back through  `direct voice'  that  all  the
symptoms of his stroke have now cleared up.

Similarly,  Ron  was  once  on  his  way  to  the  cinema  when  a  `voice'
said "Phone Mrs. Millage." He  ran to a telephone box  and  rcoeived  the
answer:  "Come  straight  away.  Milly  is  unconscious."  Ron  arrived  and
bent  down  to  see  what  was  wrong  just  as  Aunty  Mill  opened  her  eyes
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and said:  "Just before I prssed out I  asked  the  Spirit friends  to  let you
know.  I  knew  you  would  come."  Once  spiritual  links  have  been  made
they are for ever and  cannot be broken. Always  remember that simple
injunction - we are all links in a chain.

Some   of   the   finest   evidence   has   come   from    these   spiritual
experiences  and  not  from  the  church  platfom.   However,  Ron  will
always cherish a message given in his early years from the platform.  He
had been  visiting  an elderly  gentleman in  hospital  called  `Pop'  Sparkes
and had taken him  a parcel containing  a number of  items  including  a
com<ob   pipe   which   he   had   requested.    In   their   discussions   on
Spiritualism  he  would  Say:  "Young  man,  you  will  know  me  when.I
return  because  I  sham  just  say  `It's  all  poppycock' "  Two  weeks  after
his  passing.  the  medium.  Mrs.  Jessie  Deeley,   singled   Ron  out  from
amongst the congregation and said:  "You are surrounded with hundreds
of sparks and this has a special meaning for you. It has to do with a man
you have visited, and now he is calling on you." She then named all the
articles in the parcel. including the com.cob pipe.  "His message is quite
Simple.  He just says to tell you it's all poppycock."

MISS  MARY  MORRIS

In  Ron'8  late  teens  ho  was  accepted  as  a  pupil  by  Miss  Mary
Morris  and  entered  her  Teaching  Cfrole  at  the  Aston  S.N.U.  Church,
Birminghaln.  (At  that  time  there  were many  first-class  teachers  in  and
around    Bimingham    and    Ron   particularly    remembers    them    for
encouragement  in  his  early  work  and   records  their  names  here  in
acknowledgment  Of  his  indebtedness  to   them:   Miss  S.   Bowell,  Mrs.
Shakespeare.  Mrs.  L.  Hands.  Mrs.  R.  Breakweu,  Mrs.  J.  Ifuncan  and
Mrs.  Masefield).

Each  weck  every  member  was  given  a  subject  and  the  following
week  had  to  hand  in  a  thesis  for  marking  by  Miss  Morris.  The  work
often  entailed  many  houm   of  research   and   provided   the  necessary
discipline in the process Of unfoldmenl Every meeting commenced with
a  talk  on  Spiritualist  philosophy,  and  Miss  Morris  was  very  precise  in
explaining each new point and how the knowledge should be applied in
everyday ure. This was fonowed by a  short period  of silent reflection in
order  to  memorise  the  lesson,   after  whieh  a  flirther  half-hour  was
devoted to the practice of meditinehip.

In Ron's late teens Miss Morris started to arrange engagements for
bin  at churches  in  the  Midlands.  and  reports  were  made  back  to her
upon  the  meetings  for use  in  further  training.  Her  advice  to  bin  was
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never to ask churches for engagements  but to wait until asked  to  serve;
always to shun publicity and public praise and to remember at all times:
"The  applause  of  the  populace  is  soon  spent.  but  the  applause  Of  the
•unseen hosts'  lasts  for ever." Ron  still feels that this is good  advice for

all  who  work  as  mediums  and  who  desire  to  preserve  the  dignity  Of
their calhig,

In the late  1950's Miss Morris  was promoted to the higher  life  and
amongst her writing  Ron discovered  the following words:-

"If  I  should  pass  when  the  `all  clcar'  is  sounded

I pray  thee. speed me on  with all good cheer.
I go the course a joyous heart abounding.
Do not impede my step by sigh or tear.
I would that all could lmow how gladly
I have run the course and set my sail.
I go new pastures to my soul replenish.
I touch the  water deep that it doth crave.
And so, upon the boundless ocean,
My barque may take me wheresoe'er it will:
I rest content as in its arms it takes me
To  the source I crave
From whence I sprang."

Soon  after  Miss  Morris  was  promoted,  she  materialised  at  the
Longton S.N.C.  through  the mediumship  of Mr. a.  Higginson.  Lifting
a  finger  towards  Ron  she  asked:  "Are  you  doing  everything  I  taught
you?'

A  VISITATION

Genuine mediums will  testify that  the  true pathway of mediumistic
development is characterised by the  two extremes of spiritual exultation
and  periods  Of  intense  depression.  Ron  was  passing  through  a  phase
when  everything  appeared  to  go  wrong.  and  the  additional  pressure  of
serving churches. development circle, etc., whilst holding down  full-tine
employment  caused  a  crisis  to  occur.   He  decided   to  relinquish  his
interest  in  Spiritualism  and  to  concentrate  his  energies  on  a  ca.reer  in
industrial management.  Having  reached  this  decision,  he  retired  to  bed
but  was  immediately  aware  Of  a  small  sphere  of  light  in  the darkened
room  which  attracted his  attention.  As he  watched.  the  light  intensified
and  the Sphere  grew  larger  until  suddenly  the  spirit fom  of  a  bearded
man  manifested  within  the  light.  He  appeared  to  be  transparent  as  if
carved from crystal, and  of Eastern origin, surrounded now  by  myriads
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of  miniature  rainbows,  whilst  the  outer  parts  Of  his  magnificent  aura
shone  with  thousands  Of  multi-coloured  flashes  Of  light,  resembling  a
star-crowded sky. Though the man's lips did not move. Ron heard tele-
pathically  the  words  "Who  do  you  think  you  are?"  There  was  no
admonishment   -   only   a   deep   sense   of   concern   and   love.   Ron
immediately understood  the  gravity  of  his  error  in  trying  to ignore his
mediumship,  and he saw a smile of acknowledgment on the face Of  his
spirit  visitor  as  the  vision  faded.  Although  he  has  experienced  many
more problems since this incident. he strongly affirms that he could never
again consider leaving his beloved Spiritualism.

MOVING ON

In  the  early  1960's  he  was  co-founder  with  Mrs.  Millage  of  the
Midland   Society   Of   Spiritualists   in   Birmingham,   serving   as   Vice-
Prcsidcnt.   For   a   short   period   he   was   Chaiman   Of   the   Publicity
Cbmmittee under the auspices of the West Midlands "strict Council Of
the  S.N.U.  Ltd,,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Welsh  and  Mr.  John  Sharp
foming  an  active  committee.  The  Solihull  Society  of  Spiritualists  was
fomed  as  a  result  Of  a  publicity  meeting  at  the  Civic  Hall,  Solihull,

:feg=m:Sreandan:yMtr?j&+CH°imfto:'tha:d¥ij::st¥gr.DA°:dtiine8rnwo¥ei¥:bffc:§
slogan  on  the  .hand-outs.  for  the  meeting  was  .DEATH  IroES  NOT
KILL..

The  influence of Spirit made  another dramatie  inpact following  a
meeting held at the Stourbridge S.N.C. i]ear Bimingham. Miss C. Paxton
was  the  speaker  and  Ron  was  demonstrator  for  the  special  Amistice
Service.  After  the  service  Miss  Paxton  said  to  Ron:  "I  am  instructed
to tell you that you are to be ready to move house. The spirit communi-
cator states that you are to continue with your spiritual work somewhere
between Liverpool and Manchester." (Ron had already visited St. Helens
S.N.C.  t)ut  had no  intention  of  leaving  Birmingham).  A  few  days  after
this he received a letter from  a lady giving  details  of a `sitting'  she had
had  in  Lofldon.  when  a  spirit  communicator  asked  for  the  following
message  to  be  sent  to  `Ronald':  "Tell  him  that  Mary  Morris  confims
thaLt he is to  move  North very  soon."  Within  a  few  days  another  letter
from another person arrived with the same message!

Ron  immediately  made  arrangements  to carry out  his  `orders'  and
was a guest at the home of Mr.  and Mrs.  R. Smith until buying his own
home  in  IAncashire.  Mrs.  Ada  Hoskins  Of  Bristol  (Aunty  Ada)  con-
ducted  the  fareweu  service  at  the  Midland  Society  of  Spiritualists  in
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Birmingham - a worker who  will be  remembered with great affeetion
for her tremendous warmth and  dedication,

The  first  night  at  Ray  Smith's  home  will  be  long  remembered  by
Ron  who  states:  "We  were  sitting  in  the  living  room,  quietly having  a
cup of tea, when suddenly in the room overhead Con.s room) we heard
violent  bangs  and  kncekings  which  sounded  as  if  all  the  furniture  was
being  thrown  about  but.  upon  investigation,  everything  was  in  order:
the  phenomenon was just  a  boisterous  welcome."

ST.  HELENS  S.N.C.

Ron  spent a  number of  happy  years  at  this  church  which  is noted
for   its   Northern  hospitality.   One   evening   he   was   giving   a   lecture,
followed by questions, to the  church healers who  sat in  front of a four-
legged  table.  He  started  to  answer  a  question  .  .  .  "On  this  particular
subject  my knowledge is  rather  limited"  .  .  .  when  suddenly  three  loud
knocks  came  from  the  table.  So  loud  were  they  that  the  meeting  was
inmediately thrown into  a fit Of  laughter.  Ron's  explanation  is  that the
Spirit teacher was  signifying  agreement  that his knowledge on  that par-
ticular   subject   was   limited!   (Spostancous   raps   and   movemel)ts   had
occurred  over  a  number  of  years,  indicating  potentiality  for  physical
mediunship).

Eventually  a  physical  mediumship  development  circle  was  formed
and `sittings' commenced.  Almost  two  years  passed by  whilst the Spirit
helpers were  co-operating  in the  development of a  new phase of  trance
mediumship which  was  eventually  accomplished.

HEAL"
Due  to  the  tremendous strain  Of  mediunistic  development,  normal

employment  was  discontinued   and   Ron  devoted  all  his  eneraes  to
Spirituausm. This was made possible by the support of certain members
of  St.  Helens  Church,  but  there  was  also  much  criticism  from  those
ignorant  of  the  development  process.  who  could  see  no  reason  why  a
healthy  young  man  should  not  work  for  a  living.  (A  study  of  past
mediums  shows  that,  when  the  critical  point  of  development  had  been
reached. it was often necessary to withdraw from the additional strain of
employment).

Looking back, Ron states  that during development adjustments are
made  at  the  physical.  emotional,  mental  and  spiritual  levels  and  that
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only mediums can appreciate or understand the peculiar mental pressures
which   are   involved.   The   `black'   mental   periods   which   have   been
described as `the dark night of the soul' test powers of endurance to  the
uttemost linits, and the support Of friends is essential during this phase.

Ron started to receive from the spirit helpers a simple communica-
tion  comprising  the  one  word  `sugar'.  Consequently  he  made  a  series
of  tests  on  his  urine,  but  all  these  proved  to  be negative.  After  a  few
wccks  symptoms  suddenly developed  which caused  a  serious  breakdown
in health, later to tie confined  as  diabetes mellitus. requiring injections
of  insulin.  (The  traditional  image  of  mediums  from  the  Da,rk  Ages  as
emaciated,   depressed   characters   could   be   an   indication   Of   diabetic
symptoms.   and   it   would   be   interesting   to   compile   statistics   of   the
incidence  of diabetes in mediums).

Due  to this, further development was temporarily discontinued  and
Ron  took  up  employment  with  the  S.N,U,  Ltd.,  though  continuing  his
work  as  a  lecturer  and  subjective  medium.  In  providing  this  testimony
he  hopes that  other Spiritualists  will find  the events described  of interest
and,  in  conclusion.  he states with  absolute conviction:

THERE IS NO DEATH
BUT ONE ETERNAL SCENE OF CHANGE

1975.

P.S.   In 1974 the Glasgow medium. Mr. Albert Best, during a demonstra-
tion at the Arthur Findlay College gave Ron the fouowing apirit message:

``Mary Morris (this was fouowed by her earthly address) claims that

she  was your teacher.  and  wants  you  to  know  that  the  time¢for action
is  coming.„
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8.  Bays of Light
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